© THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
PROMOTING A SAFER CHURCH

OTHER FORMS OF
ONLINE ABUSE

Being abused online can manifest itself in many forms. Some of the
symptoms are described here:

Harassment: repeatedly sending offensive, rude and insulting messages
Denigration: posting derogatory information about someone, and/or digitally altered
photographs

Flaming: fighting online, often using vulgar language

Impersonation: hacking another’s email or social media account to post
embarrassing material

Outing and trickery: sharing another’s secrets or tricking someone into revealing
embarrassing information

Cyber-stalking: repeated threats or online activity that makes a person afraid for
their safety

Trolling: the starting of arguments in online communities with online insults,
provocations and threats
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Without having access to their mobile, tablet or
computer, it can be difficult to know if someone is
experiencing cyber abuse. Some indicators of this
form of abuse may include a child or an adult:

Possible

indicators of

online abuse:

e spending much more or much less time online, texting,
gaming or using social media withdrawing from the family,
spending a lot of time alone

e being quiet, upset or outraged after using the Internet or
texting :

¢ being secretive about who they're talking to and what
they're doing online or on their mobile phone

e being reluctant to let parents/carers or family members
anywhere near their mobile, tablet, laptop, etc

* having lots of new phone numbers, texts or email
addresses on their mobile phone, laptop or tablet
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